Statement of Purpose
Quite often, students ask me, if SOP is an important document in the application process or is it just a mere formality.  My reply is that SOP is as important for the university admission as it is to you to analyze yourself and your goals and the steps taken towards realizing them. The best SOP is the one that is written with belief and conviction - belief on your goals and conviction that this step is the right one to reach that goal. SOP is a document that allows you to convince the admission committee to admit you.  
A statement of purpose is a statement narrating your goals, future plans, reason for pursuing higher studies, reason for applying to the particular university and factors that have influenced you to take this decision. This is a personal essay and hence there is no particular format that one needs to follow in writing it. Like said earlier, the essay has to be written “dil khol ke” with emphasis given to grammar, spelling and on covering the points that define a statement of purpose. 

We are all born with the inherent capacity of being verbose. We like talking and if we get the opportunity to talk about ourselves through the paper then why not?? This tendency leads to sops bordering towards being autobiographies. It is best to be brief and stick to what the university wants in a sop. The application forms capture all that is required to judge a candidate for admission into the program like – academic performance, universities and schools attended, test scores, courses studied etc. The sop has to explain what the application form does not capture – goals, vision, planning, reason, interests etc.  
Sop gives an idea about the student to the admission committee. It is a proposal put forth by the student to increase the probability of an acceptance by the admission committee. It is not a document to talk about assistantships! This is one reason why words like “research” and “teaching” are the most overused words in a sop.  These words can be used if there is a genuine proof to support their usage and not as a futile tool to attract the attention of the admission committee. 
A statement of purpose if written sincerely is definitely a winning ticket. It adds value to the application. It is not the ultimate deciding factor for admission but it is a defining factor. In the sense, sop defines the applicant and can be converted into a differentiating factor provided efforts are gone into writing it. There is nothing called a “perfect” sop but there is definitely a “coherent” sop which every student should achieve to write. Simplicity of language, logical in flow, awareness of facts shown through content and conviction in goals will produce a good sop.  
These are personal views of the writer. She can be contacted at priya@ssciglobal.in
